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Bathrooms, they’re what life’s made of
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A quiet, serene soak in the tub or a bubbly experience in a whirlpool airbath. The choice is 
yours, with a little help from American Standard.

We’ll take you through the various types of bathtubs and whirlpools, so you can determine 
the features most important to you and your family. You’ll learn the difference between 
hydromassage and therapeutic air massage whirlpools – both provide a totally relaxing 
bathing experience that you’ll absolutely enjoy.

Plus, there are important elements available only with American Standard tubs:  
the revolutionary EcoSilent whirlpool motor, the EverClean whirlpool piping system,  
the Deep Soak drain for a luxurious bathing experience.

To top off your tub selection, there are sleek deck mount tub fillers that will be eye candy for 
this new addition to your bathroom haven.

Come join us to learn more about the various options offered when making a bathtub or 
whirlpool choice for your home. Click on the topics below to navigate to a specific subject:

 Bathtub types and installation methods – page 2
O Difference between various bathtub materials – page 3
O Basic, better and best bathtub models – page 4

 Whirlpool types: hydromassage vs. air massage – page 5
O Whirlpool shapes – page 6
O Drain outlet types – page 7
O The EverClean system and EcoSilent Whirlpools – page 7
O Deep Soak drains – page 8
O Basic, better and best whirlpools and air baths – page 9

 Deck mount tub fillers – page 10
O Basic, better and best tub fillers – page 11

Once you've installed your new bathtub or whirlpool,  
we'd love to see the finished result. Please follow us on   
Facebook or Pinterest, or share your images on Houzz.

Good luck and let's get started!

Gray Uhl 
Brand Education Director 

American Standard

Welcome to the How-to-Buy Guide  
for Bathtubs and Whirlpools

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanStandardPlumbing
http://pinterest.com/americanstandard/
http://www.houzz.com/pro/americanstandardbrands/american-standard-brands
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Whether you are a fan of luxurious bubble baths, or simply 
a nice, hot soak, you can find the perfect bathtub to suit 
the size and décor of your bathroom from this variety of 
options.

Installation Method

Skirted or alcove tubs are the most common bathtub used 
in homes. Three sides of the tub are directly attached to 
walls. The tub usually includes a front apron that extends 
from the top of the tub front to the floor. 

Make sure to choose a tub with a drain in the correct 
location – either left or right-hand – to correspond to your 
tub faucet placement.

When facing the tub alcove, if the showerhead is on your 
left, then you should select a tub with left hand drain 
configuration. Then the drain will be correctly placed 
under the existing showerhead.

Drop-in tubs feature a self-rimming finished edge and are 
dropped into a fabricated platform.

This type of tub is supported by the subfloor beneath it 
and not by the rim. The height of the platform must be 
matched to the depth of the tub. Drop-in tubs can also be 
sunk into a floor so the rim is at floor level.

Similar to drop-in is the undermount tub, except the lip 
of the tub is sealed under the deck of the surrounding 
platform, creating a smooth deck surface. Undermount 
tubs can be installed in corners, recesses, and islands.

Freestanding tubs are designed to be self-supporting and 
can create a luxurious focal point for any bathroom.   

Bathtubs

Skirted Tub, also known as Alcove Tub

Freestanding Tub

Undermount Tub

Drop-in Tub
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Tub Material
Tubs are constructed from a variety of different 
materials, with the major differences between them 
being  durability, weight and installation options. 

Commonly available materials include enameled steel, 
cast iron, Americast and acrylic.

Enameled Steel describes tubs consisting of a steel  
base covered with a porcelain enamel. The result is a 
low-cost, smooth, glossy and durable surface that is easy 
to clean.

Cast Iron is a classic material that also provides a smooth 
glossy finish, but is quite heavy, especially when filled 
with water. Cast iron bathtubs are best used on ground 
floors. Check with your plumber to see if additional 
structural support is required.

Americast is constructed through a proprietary process 
from American Standard that bonds a lightweight 
metal alloy to a durable porcelain finish and a molded 
reinforcement material backing. With the same wall 
thickness as cast iron, an Americast fixture has only half 
the weight, making it far easier to install. 

Acrylic is a type of plastic featuring a high gloss finish 
and excellent durability. Because acrylic is particularly 
easy to mold, it is the most popular material for uniquely 
styled whirlpools, air baths and combo massage systems 
with molded-in armrests and other detailing.

For helpful hints on selecting the perfect bathtub, click 
here to view a video.

Spectra Cast Iron Bathtub

Solar Enameled Steel Bathtub

Stratford Americast Bathtub

Evolution Acrylic Whirlpool

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ek-s2CvnO4k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ek-s2CvnO4k
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Our Recommendations for Bathtubs

Basic Better Best

Evolution BathtubAmericast Bathtub Studio Bathing Pool

BATHTUB rECoMMEnDATIonS
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Indulging in a whirlpool bath is the perfect way to 
relax and unwind at the end of the day. 

Today’s whirlpool tubs are engineered to operate 
with less motor noise, consume less energy and 
require minimal maintenance. 

Even more reason to relax and enjoy your new 
whirlpool!

Type of Whirlpools
There are two basic types of whirlpool baths:

Hydromassage is the more common type of  
whirlpool bath. It operates with a pump that 
recirculates bath water out of several jets 
strategically located in the tub walls.  Most models 
offer controls to mix air into the water coming out 
the jets. This reduces the force of the water, plus 
adds an invigorating feeling from the air bubbles.

Therapeutic air massage tubs feature an air system 
that encases the tub, engulfing the bather with 
thousands of gentle bubbles coming from small 
holes in the bottom and sides of the tub. This type 
of whirlpool is also called an “air bath”.

Better whirlpool systems will heat the air before it 
enters the tub, as cool air can quickly lower the 
temperature of the water. 

Luxury whirlpools will offer the 
combination of both massaging 
jets and soothing air bubble 
systems. 

Therapeutic Air Massage Whirlpools have an air pump  
that surrounds the tub and creates air bubbles.

Studio EverClean Air Bath

Evolution Air Bath

Whirlpools
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Whirlpool Shapes
You can choose from a surprising variety of shapes 
for your new whirlpool, depending on your style 
preference and where it will be installed. 

Options include:

Corner or Triangle whirlpool tubs, which are 
designed to fit into the corner of your bathroom. 
Both drop-in and front apron tubs are available. 
Many corner tubs are designed to accommodate 
two people, plus they also allow for more open 
floor space in your bathroom.

rectangle whirlpools offer a simple shape and  
bold, straight lines. They coordinate well with 
a variety of bath décor styles from traditional  
to modern.

Hourglass whirlpool tubs have a rectangular outer 
shape, but the long inside walls curve inward to 
create a different visual effect. Hourglass tubs 
require less water than a rectangular tub while still 
offering a roomy bathing area.

oval whirlpools create a particularly elegant 
and unique look in the bathroom. They can have 
either curved or straight inside walls matched with 
rounded ends.

Whirlpools are also offered in a range of  
non-traditional shapes, which means that the 
design possibilities are endless. 

Corner/Triangle Whirlpool

Rectangle Whirlpool

Hourglass  Whirlpool

Oval  Whirlpool

Square  Whirlpool (Non-Traditional)
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EverClean System
Spend less time cleaning your whirlpool and more time enjoying it by choosing a tub with the 
exclusive American Standard EverClean system. EverClean is a silver ion that is molded into 
the circulation piping to inhibit the growth of mold, mildew, algae and fungus that could cause 
deterioration or staining of the pipes, so the system stays cleaner longer.

For a video on the features of the American Standard Town Square EverClean air bath, click here.

EcoSilent
Many whirlpools are now available with American Standard’s 
revolutionary EcoSilent whirlpool system. It features a 
powerful, quiet, and energy efficient motor that reduces 
noise levels by 50 percent and energy consumption by 45 
percent compared to conventional systems. 

A popular choice of homeowners is the Studio EcoSilent 
combo massage whirlpool. View a video of how it operates, 
click here.

outlet Type
If your whirlpool tub will be installed under a 
showerhead and includes an exposed apron, 
you will need to choose a left or right-hand 
drain outlet, so that the tub drain will be 
installed on the correct side of the tub. 

It’s easy to decide which you need: choose  
a left-hand drain if the drain should be on the 
left hand side when you are facing the tub 
and a right-hand drain if it should be on the  
right side. 

EverClean Whirlpool Piping SystemEverClean Pipe Town Square EverClean Air Bath

Studio EcoSilent Whirlpool

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7iPLXI4PYQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_cmp5B-on4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_cmp5B-on4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_cmp5B-on4
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Deep Soak 
To enjoy an especially luxurious bathing experience, look for the 
innovative Deep Soak drain that allows a 2 to 3 inch deeper water 
level than a standard bath drain. You can order this option when 
buying your tub.

Click here to read more about Deep Soak drains.

The American Standard Evolution air bath features the Deep Soak 
option. Click here to read more about it.

Whirlpool Features
Whirlpool baths are available with a dizzying array of features and 
special options. Here is a list of important features to look for to 
ensure you get maximum enjoyment, and convenience, from your 
new whirlpool:

•   Quiet, yet powerful, pump motors with smooth angled piping 
that fully drains after use

•   Make certain the whole system is UL® listed and approved, not 
just individual components, for maximum safety

•   Jets should deliver an optimal 50:50 mix of air and water, with 
adjustable velocity control

•   Front apron removable for easy access to internal parts if repair 
or maintenance is needed

•   Conveniently located, easy-to-use controls

•   Lumbar supports for the lower back and neck, plus molded-in 
arm rests for added comfort

•   Flat air jets that are flush with the tub wall for greater  
bather comfort  

•   Tub is easily usable for bathing without whirlpool operation.

•   Built-in, non-slip surfaces for added safety

•   Standard electrical outlet plug on pump motor to simplify 
installation

•   Optional in-line heater to keep water warm.

To watch a helpful video with more smart tips on choosing a 
whirlpool, click here.

Deep Soak Whirlpool Drain

Built-in, non-slip surfaces provide  
added safety for bather

  Removable front apron to access 
internal parts for easy maintenance

American Standard Flat Clean Jets  
offer performance and comfort

http://www.americanstandard-us.com/learn/american-standard-advantage/innovations/default.aspx?f=10
http://www.americanstandard-us.com/air-baths/evolution-6-foot-x-36-inch-deep-soak-air-bath/#loc_about
http://www.americanstandard-us.com/air-baths/evolution-6-foot-x-36-inch-deep-soak-air-bath/#loc_about
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J15BBPHGaXE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J15BBPHGaXE
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Our Recommendations for Whirlpools/Air Baths

WHIrLPooL/AIr BATH rECoMMEnDATIonS
Basic Better Best

Studio 5' x 32" EverClean  
Air Bath with 4" Profile 

Evolution 5' x 32" Deep Soak EverClean 
Comfort Jet Whirlpool

Green Tea 6' x 42" EcoSilent  
Combo Massage System
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Tub Fillers — referring to the bathtub spout plus the 
diverter valve, water controls and optional hand shower — 
are available in a variety of options that deliver beauty as 
well as functionality. 

Deck mount tub fillers look like a larger version of a 
bathroom sink faucet and are part of complete bathroom 
faucet collections. 

Deck Mount (roman) Tub Fillers
Also known as “Roman” tub fillers, the deck mount style 
is the most frequently used. As its name indicates, it is 
positioned on the deck area around a separate bathtub 
(not a bathtub and shower combo) or on the rim itself, 
depending on the rim width.

When deciding the location for your tub filler, consider how 
you will enter and exit the tub. By installing it on a corner 
of the tub, rather than in the center, you will maintain easy 
and clear access to the tub and prevent a safety hazard. 

You also want to make sure the tub filler is within easy 
reach when you are outside the tub. Make sure it’s not so 
far away that you have to reach over the tub, or stand in it, 
to activate the faucet controls.

Tub fillers can include a hand shower for ease of bathing. 
In this case, a diverter valve would be used to direct the 
water flow to either the tub faucet or the hand shower. 
You’ll need an anti-scald valve for the hand shower, and it 
can easily be installed under the bathtub deck.

Click here to view the complete collection of traditional 
and contemporary style deck mount tub fillers from 
American Standard.

Tub Fillers

Deck Mount Tub Filler with Hand Shower 
(situated on the deck encasing the bathtub)

Deck Mount Tub Filler with Hand Shower 
(situated on the deck encasing the bathtub)

Deck Mount Tub Filler with Hand Shower 
(positioned on the rim of the bathtub)

http://www.americanstandard-us.com/products/category.aspx?d=1&t=38
http://www.americanstandard-us.com/products/category.aspx?d=1&t=38
http://www.americanstandard-us.com/products/category.aspx?d=1&t=38
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Portsmouth Deck Mount Tub Filler

TUB FILLEr rECoMMEnDATIonS
Basic Better Best

Our Recommendations for Tub Fillers

Town Square Deck Mount Tub FillerPrinceton Deck Mount Tub Filler
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Bathrooms, they’re what life’s made of

www.americanstandard.com

Americast®, Berwick®, Deep Soak®, EcoSilent®, EverClean®, Evolution®, Green Tea®, Portsmouth®, Princeton®,  
Quentin®, Solar®, Spectra®, Stratford®, Studio®, Town Square® and Tropic® are registered trademarks of American Standard Brands.

Flat Clean™ and TRIMendous™ are trademarks of American Standard Brands.

http://www.americanstandard.com
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